Rev iews
Antonius Pius or Marcus Aurelius to the "Conference of the Emperors" held in Carnuntum in the year 308 between Diocletian, Galerius and Maximianus, there are many evidences of intensive building activity suggesting a continuous social and economical growth of the provincial capital.
Excavations of the site have begun in the middle of the nineteen century and continued with some interrupts until the present time. One of the great problems that the site confronts with is the need of conservation of its discoveries. The old method of poring concrete over the ancient remaining walls has proven out to dissolve in time the old wall, thus proving not safe or even proper for conservation methods.
The main idea of an Archaeological Park is presenting to visitors the real dimensions of the buildings that were found, replicas of artefacts used in those times, certain lifestyles and the material objects that came along with it.
The Archaeological Park Carnuntum was implemented to do just that, first of all to show the real extend of the sites limits by using all the extracted data from archaeology, geomagnetism, aerial view, airborne laser scanning and combine them in realizing a 3D model of the ancient town of Carnuntum and a scale model of 1:300, which now gives every visitor a good picture of the real size of the complex.
In the second step a new process of partial or full reconstruction has began aiming to mark the dimensions of some buildings or to rebuild the entire building using the tools and materials known in ancient times as well. Until today there are three fully working roman constructions, all of them showed and described in every detail in the book.
After some small chapters that present the different types of abbreviations and bibliography used, credits for the photography, you may find the main objective of this work, the catalogues of coins and tables. These two chapters show in detail all the discovered coins and the information that we have obtain from each one of them after they were examined.
To help the reader even more there are many different graphs, those enable different points of view for all of the coins regarding period, find spot, denomination, all of the graphs are painted in different colours so that they can be easily understand. You can find the plates for the most important coins in black and white, all of them after the precise dimension of the original piece.
Finally I can reassure that the paperwork was intended to reach not only the most experienced scholars from the field of history but also to those with less knowledge of archaeology, using photographs, eye catching pictures and simple explanations so that everybody becomes curios one way or another about some part of the subject.
A most interesting form of coin catalogue that brings useful information for specialists and interesting facts for the public is ending this extremely useful book.
